170                    THE  COLLECTED  WORKS  OF  MAHATMA  GANDHI

We should therefore consider what measures to be adopted to counter
[the influence of] Lord Selborne's ideas. The remedy, we believe, lies
in our own hands. We find that in this world we generally get what we
demand and deserve. If we really want to settle in diverse regions of
the world and prosper, we shall find the necessary means. Three mea-
sures appear imperative: (1) that every Indian should faithfully
follow his religion; (2) that Hindus and Muslims should remain united;
and (3) that Indians should acquire the right kind of education.

If the first condition is realized, the remaining two will be fulfilled
as a matter of course. We believe all the great religions of the world
to be true. If, therefore, every community follows its religion dili-
gently, it will come to have faith in and consequently to cherish nothing
but truth. If we practise our own religion in its proper spirit, we shall
not squabble among ourselves, but remain united. Furthermore, those
who would follow the path of religion sincerely cannot choose to remain
uneducated and ignorant. They will find it impossible to remain idle
and, if there is no idleness, everyone, whether child or adult, will be
busy learning.

We invite the attention of every Indian to these thoughts. We are
living through times which enjoin us to be alert and wide awake.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 4-4-1908

81.   NATAL INDIANS
An attack on the Natal Indians is imminent. There are some who
want that no trading licences should be given them, and others who
would that every Indian was expelled from Natal. The Colonial Secre-
tary, Dr. Gubbins, has now granted an interview to The \Natal\
Mercury. Apparently, the Government intends to introduce legislation
to control the immigration of indentured Indian labour and with-
hold issue of trading licences to Indians. They intend to prohibit
the immigration of indentured labour after a fixed date. With that end
in view, the Agency at Calcutta has been closed. The issue of trading
licences is to be stopped after ten years, and if any Indian traders still
remain, it is proposed to force them to close down their businesses and
compensate them for the loss.
The proposal to stop immigration of indentured labour deserves
our support. So long as such immigration continues, the Indian com-
munity will have no peace*
We cannot say much about the Bill in regard to trading licences
till it is published. But there will be no scope for comment if they pass
a law allowing fot a time-limit of ten years and providing for payment